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0 give Thanks unto the LORD, for 
le is Good; For His Mercy endureth 
_ for Ber. 
3 Let. the Redeemed of the LORD ſay ſo; 
] bam He hath redeemed from the 
Hand of the Enemy. 


HE Goodneſs of Almighty God is 
that Attribute, on the Contempla- 
tion whereof our Thoughts, ſo long 
= as we feel how much we ſtand in 
need of it, do moſt delight to dell. To This 
we naturally have Recourſe under the Appre- 
henſion of Danger, or the Preſſure of Affliction, 
And thus far all is right, But the Misfortune 
is, Dehverances vouchſafed ſeldom make Im- 
preſſions in any Degree proportion d to the 
Ardency with which they were implored. The 
ſame Mouths, which in Time of Diſtreſs cou d 
| Ty mightily unto GOD, are too often obſerv d, 
upon Men's Enlargement from their Straits, to 


4 become unaccountably ſilent. They who, per- 


© laps, have but juſt experienced the Goodneſs of 
© the LO R, want to be put in Mind to give 
anke unto Him for it: Even the Redeemed 
= of the LORD muſt be call'd upon to ſay, that 
Hit Mercy endureth for Ever. | 
* I A 2 Upon 
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Upon a Call of this Kind from our Supe. 
riors, We are now met together in the Houle 
of Gop; and have been offering up our de- 
vout Praiſes and Thankſgivings for a Deli. 
verance ſenſonably and, if we will but do our 
Part in improving it, happily granted to This 
Church and Nation. And, certainly, if ever 
any People had a juſt Call to acknowledge and 
improve a Diſpenſation of Providence, ſuch 
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an one Me of this Nation now have. Many ß 


a Time has the ſame Right-Hand, which at the 
Reformation planted that ſound Branch of Re- 
ligion, the Church eſtabliſh'd in this Kingdom, 
graciouſly interpoſed in the Defence of it; 
fometimes in the Prevention of its Exciſion, 
when That ſeem' d unavoidable; and ſometimes 
in its Reſtoration to Life and Vigour, when it 
had been actually cat down, and was appre- 
hended to be irrecoverably dry d 4 and wi 
thered. What Uſes have been made of ſuch 
Deliverances in Times paſt, I need not ſay: 
Nor will I preſume to determine, how far our 
late Dangers might be occafion'd by the Un- 
ſucceſsfulneſs of former Warnings. Be it ou 
Care, as it is certainly our great Concern, in 
This our Day, to make a proper Improvement 
of this laſt Inſtance of Go p's Forbearance 
and Long-ſuffering. The Lord of the Yneyard, 
notwithſtanding any former Diſappointment: 
of his juſt Expectations from His Frg-Tree, 
hath let it alone this Year alſo : If it benr Fruit, 
well; if not, we muſt not preſume upon its 
being for ever ſuffered to cumber the Ground, 


2 Luke XIII. 7-9. 
| He 
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=X He that fared not the Natural Branches; He 
that hath, for a Time at leaſt and in Appear- 
*X ance, caſt off His own choſen People; He that 
XZ hath long fince removed Hu Candleſtick from 
the once enlighten'd Churches of Afa; may 
well be ſuppoſed ready, ſhou d we continue to 


give Him the like Provocation, to take away the 
Light of His Goſpel from us alſo, and transfer 


it to ſome other Nation that ſhall bring forth the 


Fruits thereof. 
Far be it from me, however, to forebode 


Evil to my Country, eſpecially on This auſpi- 
cious Day, My Deſire is to contribute my 
27 Endeavours towards Lengthening its Tranquil- 
ty. And that, in Purſuance of the preſent 
= Appointment, I may at once be an Helper of 
Your Foy, a Furtherer of Your Gratitude, and 


a Promoter of Your trueſt Intereſt; I have 
choſen to addreſs You in the Words of my 
Text, “O give Thanks unto the LORD, for He 
is Good; For His Mercy endureth for Ever: Let 
the Redeemed of the LORD ſay ſo; whom He 
hath redeemed from the Hand of the Enemy.” 
That beautiful Pſalm, to which theſe Words 
are the Introduction, contains great Variety 
of Matter for Praiſe and Thankſgiving to Al- 
mighty God, conſider d as a Deliverer in Times 
of Trouble: T might add, that ſcarce is an Ar- 


ticle of Danger therein ſpecify d, to which ſome 


Reſemblance may not be obſerved in what 
the People of this Nation lately either felt or 
fear d. On what Occaſion this ſacred Hymn 
was firſt compoſed, or to what Purpoſes it 
might afterwards be apply d; does not cer- 
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tainly appear. That Part of it which imme- 


diately follows my Text, beſides ſome Allufions 


in other Paſſages of it, ſeems moſt fitly to re- 
preſent the Caſe of a People brought back to 
their own Land, after a State of Separation 
from it, and Diſberſſon over the ſeveral Quar- 
ters of the Earth. A Caſe, however, to which 
we need not confine the Words before us, nor 
the Duty therein recommended. If Reſtora- 
tion from a Captivity already felt calls for de- 
vout Joy and religious Exultation; ſurely the 


Pre ſervation of thoſe Comforts, which cou d 
otherwiſe at beſt have been only regain d, may 


well inſpire the Redeemed of the LORD with like 


Sentiments of Gratitude. The Recovery of any 


Good is not, in itſelf, a more real Bleſſing than 


the continued Poſſeſſion of it. Nor can it be 


| unſuitable to the P/almi/t's Deſign, to exhort 


Men to prai ſe the LORD for his Goodneſs, when 


He vouchſafes to prevent their Falling into 


the Hand of an Enemy, who might ſoon have 
diſpoſſeſs d them of their Native Country; or 


rather, whoſe Succeſſes muſt probably have 


ended in ſo entire a Deſtruction of every thing 
valuable in it, as to render a voluntary Exile 
the moſt deſireable Option left to all Good 
Men; in order to ſeek in ſome ſtrange Land, 
what cou'd no longer be enjoy'd in their own. 
In the farther Application of the Words, 
then, to the Buſineſs of This Day, I ſhall from 
thence take Occaſion, as fully as the Time will 
well allow, to conſider and illuſtrate the fol- 


_ lowing Particulars : | 


| Firſt, 


- IE 
% Sp 


1. Firſt, The general Ground on which the 
; Duty of Thankſgiving for National Bleſ- 
6 | ſings, eſpecially for Deliverances from the 
o Hand of the Enemy, is founded. 
n II. Secondly, The particular Reaſonableneſs 
'- FX _. of the Duty on this Occaſion; with a 
n View to the late Situation and Circum- 
r XX Aftances of our Church and Nation. And, 


III. Thirdly, The 6g Manner of expreſ— 
ſing our Gratitude for ſuch a Deliverance; 
And the Influence it ought to haye on 
our future Conduct. | 


I. As to the Firſt: The Duty of Thankſ- 
giving for National Deliverances is, in general, 
2 manifeſtly founded on theſe Two plain Suppo- 
= fitions : --- © That Benefits tir call for ſuit- 
able Acknowledgments to be paid to the Bene- 
factor by the Receiver: And “ That the 
ve ſupreme Benefattor, to whom Nations, as well as 
or fingle Perſons, ſtand indebted for the Benefits 


ne © lafed to them, # Almighty GOD.” Suppoſi- 
ile tions fo agreeable to our Natural Notions, ſo 
od generally allow'd by the ſober Part of Man- 
xd, kind; that they can need very little, will hard- 
= ly admit of any, Illuſtration. 

The Connection between Favours confer d 
on one Part and Gratitude due on the other, 
is ſo immediately viſible, that tis ſcarce poſſi- 
ble by the Interpoſition of any other Confide- 
ration to render it more evident than it is 95 
ſelf. If any Perſon can be ſuppoſed inſenſi- 
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ble of it, after having ever done the loweſt 


Office of Kindneſs to another; We can only 
help his Apprehenſion by referring him to his 
own Feeling on ſuch an Occaſion ; bidding him 
ask his own Heart, What Hu Expectations 
were from the Perſon he aſſiſted and (as we 
not more uſually than properly ſay) obliged. 
And, «that Gop is the Great Benefactor, 
to whom all our Acknowledgments are ulti- 
mately due,” is a Suppolition equally certain 
with the former ; tho' more liable to be per- 
plex d by the Diſputer, more apt to be over- 
look d by the Politician, of hir World, The 
great Governour of the Univerſe ſo generally 
acts by the Intervention of ſabordinate Cauſes; 
ſo uſually brings about His own Purpoſes with. 
out controlling the Powers which He origi- 
nally gave them, or altering the Tendencies 
which He at firſt impreſſed upon them ; that 
we cannot ordinarily diſtinguiſh with Exactneſs 
between the Effects of His general Concurrence 
and of His ſhecial Direction. But then, neither 
is it at all neceſſary that we ſhou d thus diſtin. 
guiſh, Notwithſtanding our Inability to ex- 
plain the Nature of the Divine Superinten- 
dence, or to point out the Inſtances of His 
Interpoſition; devout Applications for the 
Bleflings we want, and grateful Acknowledg- 
ments for Thoſe we have receiv d, will ſtill be 
our reaſonable Service : 1o long as we are al- 
ſured, that all Events are in Gop's Hand, 
and that Hie worketh all Things after the Counſel 
of Hu own Will, 
a Eph. I. 11. 
We Whateyct 
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Whatever Efficiency the Author of Nature 

) ME may have given to any Part of His own Work- 

EX manſhip ; neither Scripture nor ſound Philo- 

=E /opby will permit us to ſuppoſe, that He has 

* Eput the ſupreme Management of the Whole 

= out of His own Power. No. He who firſt 

orm d, muſt ſtill continue to uphold, this great 
Machine of the Univerſe : The minuteſt Move- 
= ment in it is continually ſubject to His Di- 

rection; and all its Parts inceſſantly declare 
Hi, Glory, and fulfil Fiis Word. And as to 
the Moral World: He, who is the G0 D of 
© the Spirits of all Fleſh; * in whom they live, 
move, and have their Being; muſt be perfectly 
acquainted with their ſeveral Powers, inti- 
- |< mately preſent with all their Operations, In 
is 3 His Hand are the Hearts of Men as the Rivers 
ef Vater; and He turneth them whitherſoever 
ie will. Whether by direct internal Applica- 
tions to them, or by diſpoſing oatward Cir- 
cumſtances for them, or by numberleſs other 
ther Methods unſearchable by us; He moſt eaſily 
can, and (we have Reaſon to think) continu- 
ally does, influence their Counſels, where He 
en does not zrrefiſt:bly force their Wills: nay He 
can even work their jarring Humours, their 
mterfering Deſigns, into a Sub ſerviency to the 
great and good Purpoſes of His Providence. 

be De LORD i- King, be the People never ſo im- 
= patient, He that : ſt:lleth the Raging (4 the 
Sea, and the Noiſe of its Waves, can with the 

© ſame Eaſe reſtrain the Madneſs of the People, 


BY) 
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2 Numb. XVI. 22. 5 Acts XVII. 28. © Prov. XXI. 1. 
; 4 Plal, XCIX. 1. „ Ibid. LXV. 7. 
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and even ſo order Matters, that * the Fierceneſ; 


of Man ſhall turn to His Prai ſe. 5 


All Events, then, nat excepting Thoſe which 
ſeem to happen moſt agreeably to (what ve 
call) the Natural Courſe of Things, or to de.. 
pend moſt on the free Determinations of Hu 
man Choice, are in the laſt Reſult to be 
aſcribed to the Direction, or at leaſt the Per. 
miſſion, of Almighty Gop. And if ſo, more 
eſpecially applicable muſt . this be to Thoſe 
Events, on which the Fates of whole Kingdom 
depend, If (as we are aſſured by unerring Þ 
Wiſdom) “ not a Sparrow falleth to the Grouni 
without our Father; if thoſe of His Creatures, | 
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which to us ſeem moſt inconſiderable, be yet b) 
no means ſo inconſiderable as to eſcape His No- 


tice or to be left out of His Protection; His Þ ö 


condeſcending Care, we may be ſure, intereſts 


itſelf with at leaſt equal Regard in Thoſe Tranſ- f : 


actions, by the Iſſue whereof all that is valua- 
ble to large Societies of Men, the Liberties and 
Lives of Millions, and (what is of ſtill more 
extenſive Importance) the Continuance of zru 
Religion to whole Countries or its Remoyal 
from them, may be finally decided. This is, 
indeed, an awful Subject ; and, from the Nar- 
rowneſs of our Views of Things, we muſt often 


be ata Loſs to account for particular Appear- 


ances relating to it. But we have Reaſon to 
ſuppoſe, that States and Kingdoms are the 
great Scenes, on which the LORD of the whol: 
Earth moſt uſually diſplays the Strength of Hs 
Arm, and the Juſtice of His Adminiſtration. 
| 4 Pl. LXXVI. 10. 4 Matth. X. 29. 4 

| : (- 


#:Þ BW 
Accordingly, numberleſs are the Inſtances, 
recorded both in ſacred and profane Hiſtory, 
= of very ſurprizing Turns in the Affairs of King- 
=X doms, particularly in the Day of Battle. Here 
Ve RS the LORD of Hoſts ſeems more eſpecially wil- 
de. ling to convince Mankind, that there is no 
lu. Reſtraint with Him to ſave by many or by few. 
be FRE Not intending thereby to diſcourage the Uſe 
of the fitteſt Human Means of Defence; (Ihe ſe 
not only may, but ordinarily muſt, be both 
carefully provided and skilfully apply'd : ( 
But to teach us the Folly of folely relying on 
ſuch Means before-hand, and the Impiety of 1 
EZ afterwards wholly aſcribing our Deliverances 1 
to them. * The Horſe is prepared for the Day | 
ef Battle; but ſtill it muſt be e ted 1 
that Safety zs of the LORD. Activity and Vigi- © 
lance are certainly commendable; but, - except 
the LORD keep the City, the Watchman waketh 
but in vain. 4 Egypt may be ſent to for Cha- 
riot and for Horſemen ; but, whilſt Heaven 
withholds its Alliance, #he Strength of Pharaoh 
hall be your Shame, and the Truſt in the Shadow 
Egypt your Confuſion : And the moſt favoura- 
ble Account to be given of ſuch Auxiharies 
will be, „Their Strength is to ſit ſtill, 
When Men look back upon ſuch Occur- 
rences, They are uſually very buſy in tracing 
out, very forward in explaining, the Cauſes of 
the unforeſeen Event: Ready on one Hand to 
charge the Mi ſcarriage to ſome ſudden Panzck 
unaccountably ſpread thro the Hoſt; ſome 
W 2 1 Sam. XIV. 6. 3 Prov. XXI. 31. Pf. CXXVII. 1. 


Wd IT, XXX. 3, Ver. 7. 6 
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Miſtake of Orders in the inferior Officers, 
ſome Miſunderſtandings among their Leaders, 
or, perhaps, Cowardice in one and Treachery 
|, on the other, they are a; 
ready to aſcribe the Glory to the Firmneſs and 
Intrepidity of the victorious Army, and to the- 
Skill and Bravery of their ſucceſsful Com. 
manders. Nor is it to be deny'd, but that 
very fair Preſumptions may often appear to 
direct Men's Judgments in ſuch Caſes. And, 
as the Doctrine of Gos Superintendence can 
by no means be pleaded in Excuſe for thoſe 
bad Qualities of particular Men, which He 


in another: Whil 


ſometimes permits to operate for the Warning 


or Chaſtiſement of a whole People: ſo neither 
does it detract from the Merit of thoſe G0 RE 
ones, by which He is ſometimes pleaſed to 
ſave a Community from Deſtruction: The 
Thanks of a Community thus preſerved are juſ.. Þ* 


ly due to thoſe Worthies of every Rank, who 


have nat only in ſuch anExigency © willingly of 
fer d themſelves to their King and their Coun- 


try, but in the Article of Danger * play d the 
Men for their People and for the Cities of then 


_ GOD. And, ſhou d a Magnanimous Prince, 


upon the ſame National Call, eagerly fly from 
the enchanting Scenes, the ſoft Raiment, 
them that are in King's Courts, to 4 the Battlt 
of the Warriour with all its confuſed Noi ſe and 
Garments rolled in Blood; and, regardleſs of 
any Rigour of Seaſon, any Inclemency of Cli- 
mate, put his Life in his Hand, on the truly 


4 Judg. V. b 2 Sam. X. 25. » Luke VII. 25. 


intereſting 


4 


* 
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. WT intereſting Occafion : We need not wonder, 
if He, under whoſe Conduct the important 
X Conqueſt has been gain'd, ſhou d be the Man, 
=X whom a grateful Nation delighteth to honour, 
nd But ſtill We muſt look higher than the high. 


he eff upon Earth for the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all 


m. Events, the only Giver of Victory. To Heaven 
ſhou d our Praiſes be principally directed; and 
there alone can they properly terminate. The 


5 = moſt - mighty Man of Valour need not think it 


any Diminution of his Greatneſs to be conſi- 
der d as the Honourable Inftrument by whom 


Country: And the moſt illuſtrious Prince, far 
from being aſhamed, may well be ambitious, 
of uſing the Acknowledgment of one of the 
=2 greateſt and moſt ſucceſsful Warriours, King 
David himſelf, “ O GOD the LO RD, Thou 
. [52 Strength of my Salvation; "Thou haſt covered my 
2 Head! in the Day of Battle. 

© Let me only add, that tho' Nations (as well 
> as ſingle Perſons) may, out of a preſumptuous 
= Aﬀectation of appearing the peculiar Favourites 
of Heaven, ſometimes be too forward, as well 
as at other Times too backward, in 9 


2 the LORD hath given Deliverance unto His 
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an Object of general Contempt, into an Occa- 
fion of almoſt as general Conſternation : If it 
has approach d the People threaten d by it : RE 
a Time when they were, humanly ſpeaking, leſs 
than ever prepared to withſtand it: If in its 
Progreſs the Authors of it have been permit. 
ted to gain Adyantages againſt that People, 
conſiderable enough to alarm them, without RP 
improving thoſe Advantages to their Deſtru. RF" 
on : — If, on the other Side, Succours have I. 
moſt ſeaſonably arrived, ſufficient to ſupport FRF 
the Spirits of an aſtoniſh'd Nation, but not ZE 

yet to diſpell their Fears: If, after this, hu. Þ 2 
man Preparations, in Appearance fully ade. 
quate to the Purpoſes intended, have been 


once and again unſucceſsfully apply d; and i 
2 the Men of Iſrael a ſecond Time. ſmitten befor: El 


Benjamin: In ſhort, if, when theſe laſt, upon 1 
a third Engagement, were ready to ſay, © The 115 
will certainly fall before us as at the firſt”, e. 
Victory has at length declared deciſvely in fa- of 


vour of Iſrael :—* Whoſo j wiſe will ponder theſe Pie 
Things ; and will, both in the Danger and the 
Deliverance, wnder/tand and acknowledge th: 
Loving- Kindneſs of the LORD. 
The Duty of Thankſgwing to Almighty Gov 
for National Deliverances, eſpecially from th: 
Hand of the Enemy, being by this Time (I hope 
in general ſufficiently eſtabliſh d: Tho I doubt 
not but Your Thoughts are beforehand with 
me in the Application; yet the Occaſion, 4 
well as my preſent Undertaking, calls upon me 
to conſider a little farther, 
4 See Judg, Ch. XX. 3 Pfal. CVII. 43. 
F II. Secondly, 


11 


"Ip Secondly, The Rea ſonableneſs of the Duty 

in our Particular Caſe ; from a View of 

the late Situation and Circumſtances of 
this Church and Nation. 


Now the Reaſonableneſs of Gratitude for any 
particular Deliverance may moſt naturally be 
made appear by conſidering the Greatneſs and 
Importance of that Deliverance ; as Ih again 
vou d moſt forcibly be illuſtrated by taking an 
I Eſtimate of thoſe Evils, from which the Per- 
© ſons concerned have been reſcued on ſuch an 
Z Occaſion. An Eſtimate, which we (of this Part 
Jof the Iſland at leaſt) cannot in the preſent 
Inſtance, take with any Exactneſs; becauſe 
(bleſſed be Gop1) we were not left to the 
= of them. But it may be of ſome Uſe 
to us, to carry our Imaginations backward to 
that Period of Time, when an Armed Force 
Zof Rebels was advancing towards us with a ra- 
i Progreſs, and had with an amazing Swift- 
neſs penetrated into the Heart of this King- 
dom. Call to Mind, what Your Thoughts and 
Apprehenſions were at that juncturè; how 
hearty You were in Your Deſires (I hope, I may 
ſay, how fervent in Your Prayers ) 70 or ſuch a 
3 Deliverance as the Gracious Diſpoſer of all 
a Events has ſince mercifully granted us. And let 
the Strength of Your Fears, and the Ardour of 


1 Four Wiſhes at that Time, be ſome Meaſure 
Ny for Your Toy © and Thankfolneſs on the preſent 
n me | . 
E. Occaſion. 1 b 
J When the late Rebellion had very onnaturally 
ond, Pan to lift up its Head, had received ſome 


conſiderable 


117 
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ticularly to its Peace and 9 
| Proſperity and Civil Intereſts, including its 
Laws and Government; and laſtly, to th: 


Religion and Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution: And 


up our Gratitude at preſent, briefly to recolleQ, 


each of theſe Particulars, 


one of the © ſoreſt of Gop's Fudements, the de 


conſiderable Acceſſions, and gain d ſome un. Wi 


expected 3 in the Northern Part of 
theſe united Kingdoms ; You may remember, t! 
I took Occaſion -, from the Royal Pſalmiſt's o 


Example #, to recommend to You the great 
Duty of Love to our Country; with a View par-. 
ranquillity ; to it; 


Houſe of the LORD our GOD, or its eſtabliſn d 


by repreſenting, at the ſame Time, the Danger 

then threat ning our Jeruſalem in regard to each 
of theſe important Articles ; I endeayour'd to 
excite You to Pray for it's Peace, and by all 
proper Means in Your reſpective Stations and mw 
Capacities to ſeek ite Good. And, I preſume, i 

it. may be no unſerviceable Method of ſtirring i 


what our Sentiments then were in relation to 


_ To begin with what relates to the Peace of | 
our Jeruſalem : Was this, before happy, Coun- iſ 
try threaten d by an avenging Providence with 


vouring Sword; to which He ſeem'd to have 
ſaid in His Anger, Sword, go thro that Land 
Was every thoughtful Perſon ready, not witi 
an unmanly Dread to anticipate, but with 3 
cool Apprehenfion and humble Acquieſcence 
in the Divine Diſpoſal to prepare himſelf for, 
a Return of thoſe Calamities, which our Fore- 


2 On Sunday, O#0b.6. 1745. & PI. CXXII. 6, 7, 8, 9 
F Ezek. XIV, 17, 217. | 
80 fathers, 


> 


3 oO] 
= fathers, about a Century ago, ſeverely felt from 
of a ſucceſofi! Rebellion, a long Civil-War! When 
r, the Palaces of our Princes, and venerable Seats. 
ot our Nobles and Honourable Men, inſtead of 
at exhibiting Scenes of Magnificence and Hoſpi- 
ar. tality, were converted into Garriſons and Dens 
for Ravagers and Plunderers : When our Ports 
and Cities (among which this ancient and loyal 
Tone ſtood eminently diſtinguiſh'd) inſtead of 
= flouriſhing with Commerce and improving in 
EZ Manufactures, were fill d with the frightful 
get Images of Siege and Famine, of Slaughter and 
at) Deſolation: When our Un:ver/ies, thoſe re- 
1 to non d Seminaries for the Education of Youth 
; all in the Principles of Piety and Probity, and once 
and ſecure Retreats for Men of Study and Learn- 
me, ivg, were compaſs'd about with Armies, and in 
ring Danger of having little zaught in them beſides 
lech the Uſe of the Bom and of the various Imple- 
n to ments of Devaſtation: When our Villages ſaw 
their Husbandmen, inſtead of firſt - bearing 
ce of forth good Seed and in proper Seaſon coming 
ou. N again with Foy and bringing their Sheaves with 
with them, now by a deplorable Reverſe of the Pro- 
e de- phecy ô beating their Plough Shares into Swords 
have and their Pruning- Hooks into Spears: When in 
nd"! private Families the cloſeſt Tyes of Conſangui- 
- with nity were torn aſunder, © the Brother delivering 
rith a % the Brother, and the Father the Child, and 
cence Neven Children riſing up againſt their Parents and 
If for, cauſing them to be put to Death: In ſhort, When 
Fore - War and Violence were become the Buſineſs 
gand Profeſſion, and ſeem'd to have incorpo- 
8 4 POLCXXVI. 6. & Ifaiah II. 4. & Matth. X. 21. 


Ty 8, 9- 


ther, C rated 
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rated themſelves, as it were, with the Genius 
of our People; among whom all Diſtinction 
of Station or Property was well-nigh loſt, al. 


moſt all Notions of Right and Wrong effaced; Þ ; 
and ſcarce Spirit or Honeſty enough left to cry 


cout, /, Thou Sword of the LORD, how long 
will it be e er thou be quiet! Put up Thyſelf into 
Thy Scabbard, reſt and be ſtil Was This, I 
ſay, the melancholy Proſpect which lately pre. 
ſented itſelf to our Fears ! How ſhou'd We 
thank the LORD for giving us Warning of ſo 
| tremendous an Evil, without ſuffering Us and 
our Country to be conſumed by it: For fo 
| ſpeedily, and yet (we truſt) ſo effectually / ſcat- 
tering the People that delight in War ; and re- 
ſtoring to this Nation, that moſt defireable of 
Temporal Bleſſings to any Nation, the Bliſ 
ſme of PEACE! . 
Again: With Regard to the Proſperity and 
Plenteouſneſs of our Feruſalem ; the Poſſeſſions 
and Liberties of its Inhabitants, the Free- 
| Courſe of its Laws, and the Excellency of its 
Civil Conſtitution of Government. Recollect 
what Your Searchings of Heart then were, 
when a rapacious Army had in an hoſtile Man. 
ner enter'd this Kingdom, had actually invaded 
the Properties of many of our Country Men, 
and made us ready to apply the following re- 
markable Deſcription given by the Prophet; 
Lo, I will bring a Nation upon You from far, 
O Houſe of Iſrael, ſaith the LORD; it #50 
mighty Nation, it ts an ancient Nation: Their 
a Jer. XLVII, 6. 3 P{. XVI. 7. „ Ibid, LXVIII. 30 
4 Tbid. IN 11. e Jer. V. 16, 16, 19, | 


Viver 
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= Quiver ij as an open Sepulchre; they are all mighty 
Men. And they ſhall eat up thine Harveſt and 
= :by Bread which thy Sons and thy Daughters 1 
Jon d eat : they ſhall eat up thy Flocks and thine | 
Herd.: they alt eat up thy Vines and thy Fig- | 
Trees: they ſhall impoveriſh thy Fenced-Cittes * 
with the Sword, Call to Remembrance the 
Time, when Publick Credit was greatly endan- 

ger d, and Trade and Commerce almoſt at a 

Stand]; but eſpecially that Juncture, when we 
vere on one Side alarm'd by the Approach of 

ES lawleſs Rebels, and by Reports of mercileſs In- 
vader on the other. What Waſting and De- 1 
ſtruction did we expect to ſee during the Conteſt, ⁰ 
what Ruin to the entire Subſiſtence of number- | 
leſs Families, ſhou'd either of theſe our Enemies 
be permitted only for a while to proſper : But 
ſhou d either for our Sins finally prevail! how 
reaſonably did we apprehend, that the Nation 
itſelf, from being a powerful Ringdom, might 
ſoon be degraded into a tributary Province : 
or at beſt, that our boaſted (I wiſh I cou d not 
= lay, abuſed) Liberties muſt preſently fall a Sa- 
= crifice to uncontroll'd Oppreſſion; our Laws 
be once more render'd precarious by a diſben- 
ng Power, and our Free-Holds (as we had 
been uſed to call them) thenceforward lye at 
the Mercy of arbitrary Mill; whilſt our regular 
Kate of Judgment ſhou d no longer be open to 
receive our Complaints or redreſs our Wrongs. 
Ia ſhort, Think how juſtly ſolicitous we then were 
for our envied Conſtitution, how unwilling to 
exchange it for any other Form of Govern- 
ment in the known World, and yet in what im- 
ü C 2 minent 
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minent Danger of being ſoon forced to ex. 
change it for one of the worſt And then tell 
Being, who fo ſeaſonably © removed far off from 
us the Northern Army: Who permitted the Þ 7 
People of this Land to hear of, in part to feel, 
the Effects of their diſappointed Rage, without 
giving us over for a Prey unto them: * Who del. 


He will yet deliver us! 


we might be calld upon to give them up, 


well You might be) that, inſtead of the Liberty 
of daily Acceſs to thoſe Sacred Volumes, the 


of /yins Wonders, or with the abominable ( 
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me, What Praiſes are due to that Gracious 


ver d our King and his People from ſo great 7 | 
Death, and doth deliver; in whom we truſt that 


Once more: In regard to that moſt intereſ. 
ing Object of every good Man's, every real Pa. 
triot's, Concern, the Publick Profeſſion of tru: 
Religion, --- Did our © Hearts lately tremble fir 
the Ark of GOD, for that excellent Church 
into which we had been baptized, that pure 
Religion zn the Light whereof we had, from the 
firſt Dawnings of our Reaſon, rejoyced 2 Were 
we earneſtly ſollicitous to preſerve the invalua 
ble Advantages of primitive Order, Decen- 
cy, Parity; yet unable to foretell, how ſoon 


either for the wild Freaks of Enthuſiaſm and 
Fanaticiſm, or the Superſtition and Idolatry of 
the Rom: ſb Ritual: Were You apprehenſive (a 


Holy Scriptures, which are able with ſuch Helps BWW Ve 1 
as are now afforded You to make You wiſe unn WW light 
Salvation, You ſhou'd for the future be truſted IMF afte! 


only with ridiculous Legends, with idle Tales 


4 Joel It; 20. '# £ Cor, I. 10. 0] Sam. IV. 13: 


fu 
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ſuiſtry of worſe-than-heathen Jeſuits That, 
| inſtead of the ſober, grave, intelligible, ratio- 
nal Services of the Engliſh Liturgy, You muſt 
ſoon be obliged to attend (1 do not ſay, to 
jeyn in) extatick Raptures and Idolatrous Ad- 
„direſſes to Angels and Saints, often falſely ſo 
called, breathd forth in a Language to You 
generally unknown: That, inſtead of thoſe 
= tew, plain, eaſy, and at the ſame Time decent, 
= ſignificant, inſtructive Ceremonies with which 
Lou are now acquainted, Your Publick Wor- 
ſhip muſt be clogg'd, and Your Devotion em- 
barraſs d, with a Multitude of Fopperzes, at beſt 
ridiculous, in many Inſtances highly ſnful : Or 
= laſtly, if Your own calm Reſolutions, ſup- 
ported by Divine Grace, ſhould embolden You 
to proteſt manfully and conſtantly againſt theſe 
and the like Abominations, after the Example 
of Your Forefathers, that You muſt, like them 


rc i 

0+ too, be thruſt into Dungeons, or forced to ſeeꝶ 
en. Your Bread in deſolate Places ! --- What Holy 
on Tranſports of Joy and Thankfulneſs to Al- 
up, mighty Gop may we not indulge ourſelves in, 
and eſpecially on this Occaſion ; now that being 
of delvered from the Hands of our Enemies, we are 
not only permitted to ſerve Him without Fear, 
erty but invited by Authority to ſing forth His 
the Praiſes in the Great Congregation ! now that 
elps we not only ourſelves enjoy, but have the de- 
un, lightful Proſpe of tranſmitting to the Ages 
ted after us, all the Advantages, that perhaps 


| merely human Wiſdom can provide, for“ Wor- 
| 3 I. 74. 6 Compare Palm XCVI. 9. with Joh. 


ſhipping 
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thing the LORD at once in the Beauty o 

Ala, and in Spirit and in Truth. my 

But perhaps this Repreſentation, if not of 
our Fears, however of our real Danger, may 
be thought to be carry d too far. No ſuch 
Interruption was intended, at leaſt for any 
Time, to the publick Peace; no ſuch Violation 
of private Property; no ſuch Alteration in the 
Laws of our Country, or the Profeſſion of our 
Religion, as has been here ſuppoſed. The late 
Adventurer for the Crown of theſe Realms, 
had his Pretenſions ſucceeded, wou d (it ſeems) 
have continued our Civil Affairs, at leaſt our 
Religious Eſtabliſhment, on the ſame Footing 
on which they now ſtand, or perhaps have been 
1 pleaſed to have placed them on a 

etter.”'---But, my Brethren, let no Man deceive 
You with vain Words, Beſides the Injury that 
muſt have been done by ſuch a Change to our 
Gracious Sovereign, whoſe mild and juſt Go- 
vernment (to put it at the /oweſt) has, ſurely, 
little deſerved ſuch a Return from his People: 
Can any conſiderate Perſon perſwade himlſclt, 
that, in our preſent Situation, the late Invader 
of our Country cou d have peacefully diipol- 
ſeſs d Him of His Throne, cou d without num- 
berleſs Acts of Violence have mounted into it, 
or cou'd without inconceivable Sacrifices of 
Blood and Treaſure have kept himſelf in it? 
But the Conſequences of a merely ſecular Kind 
I may leave to be explain d by others in 2 
more proper Place : nor indeed will the Time 
permit me to purſue at large thoſe of an higher 
and more laſting Concern. Only thus 1 
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W 1 muſt have Leave to ſay, that if ever there 
vas a deluſive Imagination, Thy ſhou'd ſeem to 
be one, That a Prince bred up in all the Bi- 
Wy gottry 'of the Church of Rome, continually beſet 


| 

by its zealous Adherents, and ſupported by 
ſuch Allies (rather let me ſay, d:fated to by 

1 ME ſuch Maſters) as have never yet wanted Incli- 

e nation to extirpate (what they call) the Nor- 

Ir 


W thern Hereſy, wou d at once have become diſ- 
© poſed, or Wo diſpoſed wou d have been at Liber- 
b % to patronize, or ſo much as to protect, 
THE Church of England. A Church of England, 
indeed, he ra 7 


I no doubt, have uſed his 
g Nutmoſt Efforts towards effectually Lee eee, 
-n among us: that is, A Church, which he wou 
àhaye been moſt ready, as ſoon as he ſhou'd have 
ve bound himſelf able, to call by that Name: But 
at 4 Church in reality as different from that nom 


0 called, as Darkneſs is from Light; as 8 
itiom is from rational Devotion ; as T1dolath 

ly, from Decency ; as a Spirit of Per -ſecution | is ton 
© the Spirit of the Goſpel ; as e Yoke of Bon- 


der f E bath made us Free. 


ol. Upon the Whole then: If the Peace, the 
m- Proſperity, the very Being of our Country as a 
it, tree Proteſtant Nation, be of any Concern with 
of us; We may in ſome Degree eſtimate the In- 
2 portance of the Deliverance lately wrought for 
ind us, and the Reaſonableneſs of our Thankſerving 


n a for it.— But, after all, whether This Diſpen- 
ime ſation of Providence ſhall continue to be a 
ger Nh ing to us, or ſhall finally encreaſe our Con- 
wch | a Gal. V. 1. N a 
IF. „ . demnation, 


ange! is from that Liberty wherewith CHRIST 
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demnation, maſt in great Meaſure depend an by: 
ourſelves. Let us then go on to conſider, = 


III. Thirdly, The proper Method of expreſ. An 
ſing our Thankfulneſs for our late Del. or 
verance; And the Influence It ought to His 
have on our future Conduct. W. 
And here, that the Expreſſions of our Gra. Gr 
titude ſhou'd be as Publick and National a; 7. 
the Benefits that call for them are, is a Point 
which 1 need not inſiſt on: The preſent So. A! 
lemnity proceeds upon this Suppoſition; and tair 
Your Attendance in this Holy Place implies tha. 
Your Aſſent to it. Nor will I doubt but that N Cat 
the Sincerity of Your Religious Acknowledg- WR Ref 
ments has born ſome Proportion to the Reality con / 
and Greatneſs of the Bleſſings You have been ¶ che 
acknowledging. But the Danger is, that our ¶ bee 
Thankfulneſs ſhou d not prove equally /aſtin; N tap, 
and eſſicacious; but that, as on former Occaſions, ¶ pre / 
after obſerving a Day in ſinging Prazſes to our 
Almighty Deliverer, we ſhou'd © within a while 
forget Hu Works, and no 5 abide Hy 
Counſel : Not knowing, or not duly conſidering, 
that the Goodneſs of GOD leadeth Nations as 
well as ſingle Perſons to Repentance and Re- 
formation; and that, upon a Recovery from 
any dangerous Diſorder, our Lorxps Cau- 
tion is equally applicable to Both, “ Behold, 
Thou art made whole ; ſin no more, leſt a worſe 
Thing come unto Thee.” | 
The Truth is, ſuch merely Occaſional Ser- 
vices to Almighty Gop as proceed no farther, 


4 Pal, CVI. 12,13.' 6 Joh. V. 14. 6 
5 
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vy no means anſwer His gracious Purpoſes in 
requiring theſe Acknowledgments at our Hands. 
An All- perfect Being needs not our Thanks; 
nwaor can He receive any real Acceſſion either to 
is Glory or His Happineſs from our Praiſes. 
When therefore He vouchſafes to accept and 
Neven to demand, theſe feeble Eſſays of our 
WE Gratitude; He does This, partly as they are a 
Tribute juſtly due to Him, but chiefly that they 
may improve in Us a ſuitable Temper of Mind: 
A Temper, which ſhews itſelf far more cer- 
tainly, and more acceptably, in Men's Liver 


Caſe, muſt exert itſelf not only in a general 
2 Reformation of Manners, but particularly in 
WE conſtant Endeavours to avert Thoſe Evils for 
the future from which we have for the preſent 
been reſcued ; and to perpetuate thoſe Advan- 
tages, which have lately been ſo ſeaſonably 
bre ſerved to Us. And EO Col 

I WE Fr/t, Has a Gracious Providence once more 
lr WR given Peace in our Borders, when our dear 
Country ſeem d ready to be laid-waſte by that 
= moſt dreadful of all Wars, War among ite 
= wn Inhabitants? Among other Expreſſions of 
our Gratitude for ſo nder e a Bleſ- 
ſing, let us remember to root out of our own 


Original Source, come Wars and Fightings a- 
mong us; and let us, in their Stead, cultivate 
choſe heaven born Affections, which are at 
once the Glory and Happineſs of Brethren 
dmwelling together in Unity. 
t. 
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than by their Lips: And which, in the preſent 


7 Breaſts thoſe © Luſts, from whence, as from their 


Long 
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Long have the People of This Nation been 
very unhappiliy divided by Party-D:ſtiniions 
and Names of Reproach ; which too often fa- 
tally hinder Men from being of one Mind in an 
Houſe, and ſeparate thoſe, whom both Duty 
and Intereſt call upon to be chief Friends : which 
are apt to occaſion an entire Confuſron of Cha. 
rafters among Men; whilſt all rea! Merit with 
its Attendant, Reputation, is, by each Party 
reſpectively, confined to Thoſe of their own 
Denomination, and held by the ſtrange Te- 
nure of Loudneſs and Impetuoſity for it. In 
this imperfect State of human Affairs and hu- 
man Paſſions, it cannot indeed be, but that C. 
fences of this Kind will come: But the preſent 
ſeems as promiſing a Seaſon as can well be ex. 
pected, it not for wholly extirpating this bane- 
ful Root of Bitterneſs, at leaſt for checking the 
Growth of it. The Unanimity lately ſhewn 

throughout this Kingdom was confelk 
the utmoſt Importance to us all. Nor let it 
be ſuppoſed, that the like Harmony is nom be- 
come either uſeleſs or impracticable. The tru 
Intereſts of our King and our Country are cer- 
tainly in themſelves united : And, tho' ſome 
' Diverſity, of Sentiments about the Methods of 
promoting them will ever ſub/{# among ſuch 
Creatures as Men, and will generally appear 
in a free Country : Yet ſurely, unleſs Men are 
unreaſonably fond of their own Opinions, mere 
Diverſity need not degenerate into Strife, not 
Zeal always work itſelf up into Rage and Fury. 
a Only by Pride cometh Contention Ky * with the 
Compare Prov. XIII. 10. with Chap. IX. 2. F 
EL well. 
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we Ladvi ſed, the lowly, is Wiſdom :---even That 
= -1:ſdom, which is from above; which i firſt pure, 


1- 3 then peaceable; gentle, and eaſy to be entreated. 
„If, however, Inconveniencies in this reſpect 


y ſhou d not always be prevented: If too many 
h will ſtill be more ſollicitous for the Prevalence 
a of their own Schemes than about the Promo- 
th tion of the general Good: If Some will go on 
ty groundleſsly ſuſpecting, and thence needleſsly 
vn WE diſguſting, their well-diſpoſed Neighbours ; 
© ME whilft the! Words of Others grow frerce becauſe 
In their Advice is not firſt had, and their Country 
u · WE ſerved exactiy in their Way: If, in ſhort, warm 
}f- Taealote on all Sides will unneceſſarily © kzndle a 
nt Here and compaſs themſelves about with Sparks ; 
x- and, after walking in the Heat of their own Fire 
and in the Sparks that they have kindled, will 
chuſe to ye down in Sorrow : Let each of us 


= guarding againſt the firſt Motions towards all 


much as poſſible the Contagion of it in others: 
Being well aſſured, that Nothing in this World 
can recompenſe the Loſs of a Meet and Quiet 
I Spirit ; which is not only a preſent Ornament 
and Blefling to every one that retaineth it, but 
Ja neceſſary Preparative for that peaceful Re- 


be heard; where Enmity and Diſcord ſhall have 


© ſeaſonable Reſcue of the Perſons and Proper- 


4 Jam, III. 17. 6 2 Sam. XIX. 43. «© Ifai, L. 11. 
„ Laws 


Nat leaſt keep his own Heart with all Diligence; 


ſuch Vehemence in himſelf, and avoiding as 


gion, where the harſh Voice of Party ſhall not 


Secondly, If we fincerely rejoyes at the late 


ties of our Countrymen, and of the Liberties, 


Laws and Government of our Country ; Let 


_ How obvious ſoever it may feem, it can 
hardly be too often inculcated, that every 


tions, no doubt, our popes Intereſts may be 


affected: And I am neither ſuppoſing it poſj- 


to Authority whereſoever plac'd, and more 


_ Perſon, the ſame tender Concern for his Re- 
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our Thankfulneſs expreſs itſelf in hearty En. 
deavours to contribute our Share towards the 
Proſperity and Plenteouſneſs of our Feruſalem, 
by an honeſt Induſtry in our proper Stations; 
without making needleſs Excurſions from thence 
into the Provinces of others, particularly of 
thoſe whom Providence hath ſet over us; or 
Meddling with them that are given to Change, 


Man's immediate Concern is the prudent. Re. 
gulation of his own Conduct, the faithful Dil 
charge of his own Duty. By the Behaviour 
of other Men, eſpecially of Men in exalted sta. 


remotely, and thoſe of the Publick more nearly, 


ble for a true Lover of his Country to be whol- 
ly inſenſible of what relates to its Credit and 
Proſperity, nor that tis always unlawful to al- 
clare our well-grounded Sentiments concerning 
ſuch Tranſactions. Yet till it ſhou'd be re- 
member d, that there is a ſuitable Reſpect due 


eſpecially to that of the ſupreme Magiſtrate: 
Who, not only on Account of the honourable 
Relation in which He ſtands to Go p, but alſo 
as being our Ci Parent, may reaſonably ex- 
pect from us the ſame ſacred Regard to his 


putation, the ſame Unwillingneſs raſbly to re- 
ceiye unfavourable Impreſſions or to ſpread 


4 Prov, XXIV. 21. : 
5 unkind 
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are confeſledly entitled. And after all, a dili- 
gent Attendance on the Buſmeſs of a Man's pro- 
per Callin will ordinarily be found his beſt 
Method of expreſſing a reaſonable Affection for 
his Country, and an excellent Preſervative a- 
gainſt wnreaſonable Anxiety about it. 

= Whether therefore our Superiors ſhall at all 
Times diſcharge their reſpective Offices to our 


Cats faction or not; be it our Care punctually 
to anſwer the Demands of our own. The Truth 
e- is, the Conduct of Perſons at a Diſtance from 


i. us is a Point, about which we may be little 


ur We qualifyd to judge; and ſhou d we proceed to 


a Wi pals Sentence, our Cenſures might probably 
be be uncharitable, at beſt impertinent : But our 
ly, {own Buſineſs is what we both may and ought 
. bo be well acquainted with; this therefore we 
ol. may ſafely ſtudy, and in this we may uſefully 
nd employ ourſelves. And happy wou'd it be for 


de- the whole Community, were the Attention of its 
ing ſeveral Members thus regularly employ'd: hap- 
re- yy for each Member, cou d he be perſwaded 
due b to confine his Induſtry to his own Affairs. 
ore ¶ Lheſe wou'd then be ſo carefully, and, by the 
te: {Bleſſing of Providence, ſo ſucceſsfully managed, 
able {hat Men wou'd ſeldom find any Temptation 
alſo Net Home for endeavouring to diſturb Settle- 
ex- wents, or to throw Things into Confuſion : 
his They wou d have little Leiſure or Inclination 
Re- for that ſpeaking Evil of Dignities, or thoſe un- 
) re- ¶dutiful Murmurings and Complainings againſt 
real {Wiem, which are often ſo many Steps towards 


Pcdition and Rebellion in the Perſons them- 
: | | ſelyes ; 


W unkind Reports, to which our Natural Parents 
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ſelves; or howeyer (as we have found by fatal 


mode Ryngs and ſet up Rings : This Work the 


tive; and, as He needs not the Aſſiſtance of 
frail Mortals to enable Him to finzſþ it, to 


_ Chuſe. to leave it, to be accompliſh'd at His 


__eſtabliſh'd Government, and for many Yea!s 
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Experience) may give anden d Encourage. 
ment to them in Others. 

And let none of us think ſlightly of Sedition WM 
and Rebellion: which, unleſs Principles then. lat 


ſelves are become liable to Variation, can th. 
never be conſider d as indifferent or harmleſ: tt 1: 
Things, by any real Friend to the ſocial Inte. otl 
reſts of Mankind, any ſincere Profeſſor of the ade 
Religion of the Bleſſed IESus, or any tue 0 
Son of That Church, whoſe Honour it has ever Fel 
been conſtantly to inculcate the Duty of - S- Vol 
 qeltion to the higher Powers, «Who theſe higher an 
Powers are”, ſurely cannot now be made a Ne. rv 
tion, after the preſent Settlement of the Crown Th. 
has taken Place thro' ſo long a Courſe of Years, vill 
and has been over and over recognized (as it by 
tho 


was at firſt eſtabliſhed) by the ſupreme Ni ſdon 
of the Nation. Or, if real Scruples can remain 
with any in this Generation; even theſe, I pre. 
ſume, cou d hardly juſtify er Per ſons in 
attempting by Violence and Bloodſhed to. 


Almighty claims as a Branch of His Preroga- 


Him, methinks, Men really ſcrupulous ſhou'd 


own Time and in His own Way. --- But as to 
Others, who have no Scruples of this Kind; 
who have acknowledged the Lawfulneſs of the 


enjoyd great Quietneſs and Safety under it; 


a Rom. XIII. 1. 5 Dan, II. 21. | 
85 | and 
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and who, if they have not been farther obliged 
by any perſonal Favours, have however been un- 
provoted by any real Acts of Oppreſſion or Ty- 
ranmy in the Courſe of a long Reign, any Vio- 
lation of private Property, any Infraction of 


Z the Liberty, Laws, or Juſtice of the Commu- 
nity: For any ſuch Perſons, (eſpecially if to all 
TE N — Tyes of Gratitude and Duty they have 


p added that moſt awful one, the Oath of GOD ;) 
„do take the Sword againſt their King and their 


Fellow. Subjects; to do their Part towards in- 
Vvolving their Country in all the Calamities of 
an inteſtine War, and (in Caſe even of Succeſs) 
towards entailing Slavery upon their Poſterity : 
This ſurely muſt be a Proceeding ---of which 1 
will only here ſay, I bleſs Gop that ſo few, 


i, : 

. i; comparatively ſpeaking ſo extremely few, of 
Vn thoſe who call themſelves Eng/zſomen, ſtand 
- 5 hargeable with the aggravated Guilt of it. 


Laſtly; Has the good Providence of Gop 


[t . . . 
r u once more interpoſed in the Protection of that 


excellent Church whereof we are Members, from 
the Dangers to which it appear'd lately ex- 
pos d? If our Thankfulneſs flow from a juſt 
Value for this Bleſſing, it will expreſs itſelf in 
= conſtant Watchfulneſs for the Preſervation of 
the ſame happy Conſtitution ; in an exemplary 
Attendance on its Worſhip and its Ordinances; 
and, moſt of all, in an Improvement anſwerable 
o thoſe Advantages, which we ſtill enjoy by 
che Continuance of it. 1885 [ 
As to our Adverſaries of the Church of Rome, 
Et our late Apprehenſions inſpire us, not with 
ny Aſperity againſt their Characters, or Ran- 


COUP 


cour againſt their Perſons, but yet with an irre. 
concileable Averſion to their unchriſtian Tenets, 
their corrupt and abominable Practices. Not. 

withſtanding all their Artifices, notwithſtand. | 

ing any favourable Opinions we may char:tably i 
entertain of the Intentions of any particular 
Members of That Communion ; be we well aſ⸗ 
fured, that the Ruſt of Popery itſelf hath not 
yet been altogether wiped away. Of its Perfidy 
and untolerating Spirit we have “recent In. 
ſtances in ſome Nezghbourimg Countries: And, 
if we ourſelves have not ſeen, yet our Father: 

have told us, ſome unpromiſing Experiments of 

its tender Mercies and its Method of keeping 
Faith with Hereticks, that have more than once 
been made in our own, And, © after all that has 
formerly come upon us, after all that we lately 
dreaded, for our Evil Deeds; ſeeing our 600 
hath puniſhed us leſs than our Iniquities deſerve, 
and hath given us ſuch a Deliverance as this: 
d we again break His Commandments ly 
poyning with the People of theſe Abomination: 
What cou'd we reaſonably look for, but that 
He wou d be angry with us, till He ſhou'd hatt 
conſumed us, ſo that there ſhou'd be no Remnant 
nor Eſcaping ! BO ©] 
Far be it from us, at the ſame Time, to kt 
our Zeal againſt Popery be, like that of its de. 
laded Votaries for it, a Zeal without Mum. 
ledze. Yet ſuch it moſt certainly will be, i 
our Deteſtation of a corrupt Religion terminat! Wn 
las it 1s fatally apt to do) in an Indifference to- 
* See a Trad lately Publiſh'd, intituled, Popery aluchs 71. Wi 
Same, Printed for J. Oliver. 1746, 4 Ezra IX. 13, 4 > 
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wards all Religion; if our © Abhorrence of Idole 
betray us into the Commiſſzon of Sacrilege; if in 
reforming away Abuſes, we wound the Vitals, 
of Chriſtianity. Whilſt we juſtly ridicule the 
legendary Accounts of Popiſſh Miracles , let 
us carefully guard againſt all contemptuous 
Thoughts of thoſe try wonderful Works, con- 
cerning which we have all the Evidence that 
diſtant Facts can want or admit of, that they 
were openly wrought in the Sight of Multitudes, 
for Purpoſes highly worthy of GOD : Whilſt We 
reje& Thoſe ſpurious Articles of Faith, which 
are unſupported by Scripture and are plain Con- 
tradiftions both to our Reaſon and our Senſes ; 
let us preſerve a juſt Reverence for thoſe real 


Chriſtian Doftrines, which tho' they may and, 


from the Nature of their Objects, muſt in ſome 
reſpects tranſcend both, yet contraditt neither. 
Let us not in ſo undiſtingui ſhing a Manner con- 
demn the extravagant Claims of the Papal Hie- 
rarchy to an abſolute Dominion over the Faith, 
and Tyranny over the Properties and Perſons, 
of CHRIST s Flock, as to diſcard all ſuch Su- 
periority of Order, all ſuch Regularity of Mini- 
ſtration, all ſuch Authority of Inſtruction, and 
Power of ſpiritual Diſcipline, as He really left 
with His “ Apoſtles to be tranſmitted to their 


Succeflors unto the End of the World, In ſhort, 


Let no Friend to the Reformation give the 
Romaniſts the greateſt Advantage they ever 
have againſt us, by vindicating our Separa- 
tion from them on ſuch Principles as, if regu- 
larly purſued, wou d not leave our Blefled 

4 Rom, II. 22, 8 XXVIII. 20. 


Loxb 
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Lord any viſible Church, any publick Profeſſion 
of His Religion, upon Earth. "7 
Above all; let our Thankfulneſs for the Pre. 
| ſervation, and our Zeal for the Honour, of our 
Holy Religion ſhew itſelf by, that beſt Method 
of . its Influence and Efficacy on our 
Tempers and our Lives. In vain ſhall we boaſt 
ourſelves Members of the pureſt Church, if our 
Converſations and Manners are not at all puri- 
fy d by it: Little will it avail us, that the moſt 
edifying Inſtructions, the moſt heavenly Ordi- 
nances, have been continually open and eaſily 
acceſſible to us, if we remain unedify d by the 
one, and but rarely attend or for Form's ſake 
only frequent the other. Unreform'd Profeſſors, 
tho no juſt Objection, are in Fact a Diſgrace, to 
the moſt happily re formed Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity: And better had it been for us not to have 
known the Means of Grace which our excellent 
Church holds forth to us, if we continue barren 
and unfruitful under them; if we do not, in 
ſome Proportion to our Opportunities and Ad- 
vantages, 4 grow in Grace, and in the Miomiedge 
of our Lord and Saviour, Feſus CHRIST. 

I am ſenſible, it is high Time that I ſhoud 
here releaſe You: And yet, I am unwilling to 
cloſe this Diſcourſe without ſubjoining one ſhort 
but momentous, and, I truſt, not wholly unſuit- 
able Reflection, upon what has been ſaid. 

Among the ſeveral Articles of Danger which 
lately threaten'd our Country, I have all along 
conſider d, not only the (Civil Rights of the 
Community, but the Properties of particular 


4 2 Pet. III. 18. 
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Perſons, as being nearly affected. And, tis 
certain, whilſt Men live in this World, neither 
Reaſon nor Religion require them to live wol- 


h, above all Concern for the neceſſary Accom- 


modations, or even the Comforts of it. Give 
me Leave however to ſay, that the Situation 


of Affairs, which we have been recollecting, 
has not had all that Influence upon our Minds 
that it is /izted to have, if it has not left upon 
them very lively Impreſſions of the Precariouſ- 
neſs of all earthly Poſſeſſions, the Vanity of 
accumulating them, and the Danger of pla- 
cing any Confidence in them. To reflect (as, 
I ſuppoſe, Thouſands muſt naturally have re- 
© fleted) how ſuddenly the moſt Opulent, not- 
E withſtanding all their ſuppoſed Securities, 
= might have been deſpoil d of every Thing in 
this World; how the Man that cou d ſay with- 
in himſelf, “I am rich, and increaſed with 
= Goods, and have Need of Nothing, might the 
next Hour have found himſelf wretched and 
& miſerable and poor and naked ! ---Muſt not This 
= make us fee/ the Propriety of the Expreſſions, 
lat the ſame Time expoſing the Folly of the 
Practices) of ö ſetting our Eyes on that which 
Is NOT, of © wearying abs 4 for vERY Va- 
E NITY, of 4 truſting in UNCERTAIN Reches 
* Muſt it not put us upon ſecuring an Intereſt, 
if any ſuch can be ſecured, abſolutely out of 
the Reach of all ſuch Caſualties as here alarm 
| our Fears? Now, ſuch an Intereſt our Holy 
| Religion propoſes to us all: And, I will only 


a Rev. III. 17. 6 Prov. XXIII. 5. „Hab. II. 13. 


41 Tim. VI. 17. 


leave 


in all Godly Quietne ſt ; ths fe 


„ 

leave with You the following Advice of its 
Divine Author, at once for Your Direction and 
Your Comfort upon this Point: Lay not 1h 
for Your ſelves Trenſures upon Earth; rel Moth 
and Ruft doth corrupt, and where Thieves break 
thro and fteal : But luy up for Yourſelves Trea- 
ſures in Heaven; where neither Moth nor Ruſ 
aoth corrupt , and where Thieves do not break 
thro' nor ſteal. © 

May We all wiſely make Choice of this Good 


Part which, when once obtain d, ſhall not be 


taken away from Us! And, in the mean Time, 
May we s lead quiet and peaceable Lives in all 


1 and Honeſtly. To this End, Let our 


bs Prayers and Interceſſions be here 
dded to our Giving of Thanks. a 
Grant, O Nen, that All that are in Auth 
« r;ty may, in their reſpective Capacities, con- 
« ſcientiomſiy ſtudy to promote Thy Glory and 


e the Good of Thy People. In an eſpecial Manner 


<bleſs and defend Thy Servant, our Sovereign, 
«King GEORGE: Let His Throne be eſta- 


4d in Righteouſneſs, and on Himſelf and 


«Hts Pofterity let the Crown for ever flour}! 
c- And Grant that the Courſe of this World may 


«be fo peacea 5 order d rr Th: 8 


« that Thy CH RCH may jo 


*our LORD. Amen. 
4 Matth. VI, 19, 20. 
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